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Little Wing

Words and Music by Jimi Hendrix

Jimi’s protean imagination is evident in his unique chordal style, particularly in a ballad like “Little Wing.” In this
context, his approach to the guitar is more like that of a pianist: Jimi breaks away from the confines of the dog-
matic “rhythm or lead” method. His thumb frets the bass notes, functioning in almost the same manner as a key-
boardist's left hand, and the fingers of his fretting hand can be likened to a pianist's right hand. Let's examine a
few excerpts that demonstrate this piano style format and rediscover what Adrian Belew has called a “lost art.”

On the first beat of measure 2, Jimi frets the root of the G major chord with his thumb, allowing it to be sustained
as he follows up with the chord melody. Although the melody is within the third position form of G major, the com-
plete chord is not fingered at any one time. Jimi usually plays dyads (double stops) and movement within these
partial chords is oblique; that is one pitch is stationary. If you examine measure 6 you'll find extensive use of
oblique motion.

Going to the second verse, an example of parallel motion can be found in measure 2, as the interval of a fourth is
slid back and forth over a distance of a whole tone. This idea based on the major pentatonic scale also appears
in the coda to “The Wind Cries Mary.”

The unusual tonal quality of Jimi's guitar is characteristic of the pickup combination known as the “out-of-phase”
mode (see text for “One Rainy Wish”). The ethereal effect beginning with measure 6 is the result of playing through
a unit associated with organists, the rotating speaker cabinet or “Leslie.” Actually, it's the speaker baffle that
moves, creating slow or fast vibration on the principle of the Doppler effect.
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